LIVING IN STAMFORDTOWN – VIEWS FROM SOME 20 YEAR OLDS

Do the views held by us in the Stamford Forum (youngest age: early 50s) bear any resemblance to those coming up to the time when they could, if they were inclined, vote in their first British general election?  Would our list of words characterising how we saw the problems in our society match theirs?  Is our vision of a better place anything like theirs?

It seems we have some views in common – but to bring them into the debate we need to add these words:

- moving from failure, alienation, separation, fear and inertia towards optimism, closeness, relevance, change and action.  

Girls: “Education now is all about passing exams, and doing things in a particular way.  It lets people down who aren’t academic.  There are people who are really clever, but they don’t do the exam thing.  We want it to be more about learning, and being allowed to learn differently, and be different, and accepting differences are important and good, not a problem because you don’t do exams in the “proper” way.”
Girls: “Politics fails each time.  It doesn’t work for us.  There is a massive separation between politicians and the people who live in the country they so called govern.  The people who are making a true difference are the ones that are lower down, who are closer to people.  Politicians start out with good intentions but they end up playing the game and competing with each other.  Democracy is a good idea.  It’s not the system that’s at fault, but the people who are in control.”
Girls: “There is a big separation between us and doctors.  It is easy to get to see them now, but they have no time for you when you get in.  They don’t have a relationship with us so it’s difficult to tell them what our problems are.  We wait for our problems to get really big before we do and see them.  Then they are just really clinical and fast.”

Girls: “Climate change is massive.  It should be important to everyone, but it’s not.  And the government aren’t serious about it and they aren’t going far enough or fast enough.  I’d give up a lot of things to make things better – food from other countries, central heating (except for old people and poor people in bad housing), and cars.  It’s ridiculous how easy life is for us that by giving up some stuff it’s not as if it’s going to get hard – just a bit less easy.  We can stick on more jumpers.  We buy second hand clothes now. The most difficult thing to give up would be travel, though we can do that still and not use planes or cars.  What would be really difficult is if you got stuck in one place and didn’t get ideas and music and fashions and films from other countries.  We don’t want to get stuck with what we know now.  We want to have availability to new experiences and different people and ideas”.
Girls: “Getting old is pretty shit.  Advanced medicines mean we can all live longer, and the world is getting more overpopulated.  Who wants to be old and ill, and in pain and just breathing and taking medicines all day?  It’s not their fault but really old people are causing damage to the environment and having a really crap time.  They get looked after really badly and are miserable”.
Oldie: “So what would you change if you were in charge of Stamfordtown, and how would you do it?”

Girls: “To get wider views they should publicise major issues on TV, educate us about what the issue are – give us the facts, not what each side says is right – and then let us vote on them. And we need smaller government.  Having one parliament for the whole country doesn’t work, because they are too far away from us.  You can’t have people telling us what to do when they don’t know what life is like for us.  Smaller governments for smaller areas means you can target problems more locally.”
Girls: “Start phasing out polluting cars NOW.  All new cars built from now on should be eco friendly, not pollute and be easily disposable. The technology is there to do it”.
Girls: “Education should let people learn in their way.  It should focus on learning and cut down on exams and measuring.  There should be more about being creative and freedom to choose”.
Girls: We don’t know how to make these changes.  We have no power and don’t know anyone who has power, and we can’t get any.  The people who have power are so far away.  And there is so much fear around.  Most people want to stick with what they’ve got and what they know, and what they have.  It’s so easy for us to be selfish.  People are scared to change because they don’t know how to.”
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