Towards better government?
Democracy was introduced as an experiment in government by the ancient Greeks and, with notable exceptions, has been embraced by the western world as the preferred form of government for up to 500 years. The time has come to re-evaluate the concept, its application and outcomes.

The current interpretation of democracy has resulted in an intolerance of other models of government. Most recently, the west’s attempt to impose democracy on Iraq has resulted in hundreds of thousands of deaths, a country riven by internal dispute and an unstable economy. 

Have to ask whether any of the significant world leaders really believes in democracy as originally envisaged, or whether it has become the new “bread and circuses” designed to ensure a relatively happy population through the illusion that they can influence global decision making.

In England, the rise of the salaried politician has done untold harm. It has attracted people who are ready to deceive their electorates in order to retain their salaries and any perks that might go with the job. Main aim of many of the politicians who reach cabinet level is to curry sufficient favour with industry or fellow politicians to ensure that they receive lucrative offers of employment on retirement from the House of Commons. For those of second rank, the European Commission beckons.

Results of democracy

· Greedy and corrupt politicians

· Intolerance of nations whose political systems are different

· Deceit of the electorate

· Policy designed solely to garner votes, thus maintaining employment for politicians

To reduce the incentives and opportunities that have given rise to the corrupt politicians of the 21st century, it may be worth considering the appointment of a benevolent dictator. Given that the title is frequently used pejoratively in the 21st century this may seem perverse, but the potential benefits may outweigh previous reluctance to embrace the concept.

The idea is not so outlandish as it might first appear, providing that there are adequate safeguards. Indeed, a similar model was successfully applied in Venice and provided both stability and prosperity for over 1,000 years; far longer than the Greek experiment or the current vogue for democratic government. 

Given the following precepts, it is contended that stable and safe government will result:

· The dictator is appointed for a fixed term of 5 years

· The tenure of the dictator is reviewed every 12 months by a council who are elected by public acclamation. This should consist of no more than 12 people.

· The dictator must adhere to the following principles which are overseen by the council:

a) All views expressed by citizens must be respected providing they are not inconsistent with the 2nd, 3rd and 4th and 5th principles

b) The dictator must act for the common good. 

c) The dictator must not provoke war

d) All policies must be compliant with the International Convention on Human Rights. This to be updated constantly as the 2048 Convention is developed.

e) Vulnerable people must receive support which enables them to participate as full citizens

· The posts of dictator and Council member are not salaried

· The dictator may only serve one term in their lifetime

· The Council has the right to remove the dictator from office at any time should they breach any of the precepts under which they are appointed.

· The Council is elected for 10 years, although members may be ejected by public acclamation if more than 10% of the population tweet against them.

The above will ensure that government is free of corruption, that all rights and freedoms are fully supported, and will allow citizens to retain control through the Council. 
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